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(To be written before writing any answer)

 SEMESTER IV – B. A. EXAMINATION 2008

 ENGLISH (GENERAL)

Full Marks: 60

Time: 3 hrs

Students should answer in their own words as far as practicable.

1.   Answer ANY ONE of the following:





                 (12)


a)
How does Orwell link the shooting of an elephant with the theme of imperialism?


b)
How does Benson explain that an essayist is an interpreter of life?

2.
Answer ANY ONE of the following:





                 (12)


a)
Justify the title The Lotus Eater.

b)
Comment on the role of the narrator in The Lotus Eater.
3.
Answer ANY ONE of the following:





                 (14)


a)
Do you think that Henchard is a tragic hero in Hardy’s The Mayor of Casterbridge?


b)
With suitable reference to The Mayor of Casterbridge bring out Hardy’s attitude to life.

4.
Answer ANY SIX of the following:





         (2x6=12)


a)
What happened to Wilson’s wife and daughter?


b)
How did Wilson manage for a year after his annuity expired?


c)
Give your impression of Assunta.


d)
Whom did the elephant trample to death and how?


e)
Why did Orwell not want to shoot the elephant?


f)
What did the Burmans do after the elephant died?


g)
What did the other Europeans feel about Orwell’s act?


h)
What does Benson say about Lamb’s essays?


i)
Why does Benson say that an Englishman’s temperament is not fit for becoming an   essayist?

j)
How is the essayist ‘a lesser kind of poet’?

5.
Write a précis of the following extract in 60 words and add a suitable title.                        (10)


The novel, as a literary form, interprets life. Like drama, the novel is directly concerned 


with life ( with men and women and their relationships, their thoughts and feelings, their passions and motives, and the joys and sorrows by which they are governed. A novel is not merely a piece of entertainment. That is only its superficial side and a means of attracting the reader’s attention. The important aspect in a novel is the novelist’s point of view,  which he has derived from his experience of men and things. We may call it his vision of life. Great novelists have been great thinkers and keen observers of life. They live in a society of human beings and form their own conclusions about human behaviour and the complexities of life. This naturally gives an ethical, philosophical and moral tone to their novels. The importance of the philosophical element in a novel is clear from the fact that in the discussions of all great novels we find ourselves engaged in the discussion of life itself. However the novelist is a creative artist and not a philosopher. He presents and interprets concrete facts of life and not philosophical principles.
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