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SEMESTER II B.COM. EXAMINATION 2009

ALTERNATE ENGLISH

Full Marks : 40

   Time :  2 hrs.

Students should answer in their own words as far as practicable.

1.
Answer any ONE of the following questions :



     (10)
(a) Sketch the character of Mrs. Thurlow in The Ox.  Mention the significance of the symbols used to describe her.

(b) What is the game that the Boss plays with the fly at the end of the short story, The Fly? Is there any change in his character at the end of the episode?

(c) ‘ …….. I saw myself as a creature driven and derided by vanity……’ What does this reveal about the boy’s experience in ‘Araby’?




2.
Answer any ONE of the following :





     (10)

(a) How does Wordsworth prove that the Skylark is true to the kindred points of Heaven and Home.
(b) How does the knight describe the faery’s child and her experiences with her in La-Belle-Dame-Sans-Merci?
(c) Can ‘Dover Beach’ be described as a poem of unmitigated despair? Give reasons for your answer.
(d) What impression do you form of Owen’s attitude to war from ‘Strange Meeting’?
(e) Identify the romantic features in Keats’ ‘Ode to a Nightingale’.

3.
Read the passage given below and answer the following questions :-
     (10)
Literary style is more a matter of sentiment, emotion, involuntary habits of feeling and observing, constitutional sympathy with the world and men tendencies of 
curiosity and liking the style of poems, novels, essays, books of pure intellect. The style of scientific works affording little scope for the exercise of these psychological elements, throws less light upon their authors, temperament than does travel, descriptive criticism. In the former case all that need be aimed at is lucid exposition of fact and vigorous reasoning. In the latter, the fact to be stated, the truth to be arrived at, being of a more complex nature, involves a process akin to that of the figurative arts. The stylist has here to produce the desired effect by suggestion of infinite subtlety, and to present impressions made upon his sensibility. 


a.
What are the two different styles analysed in this passage?

(2)

b.
How does the author define literary style?



(2)

c.
Name the essay and the essayist from which the passage has been selected.












(1)


d.
Find words in the passage that mean the following:
  
    (1x5=5)


i.
done without the exercise of the will



ii
distinct nature and character



iii
metaphorical not literal



iv
openness to emotional impressions



v.
explanatory statement or account.

4.
Answer any ONE of the following:-





     (10)



Write a report describing the impact of the generation gap.

OR



Write a letter to the editor of a newspaper on reckless driving.
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