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(To be written before writing any answer)

 SEMESTER II – B. A. EXAMINATION 2009

ENGLISH (HONOURS) - ARREARS

Full Marks: 80

Time: 4 hrs

Students should answer in their own words as far as practicable.
1.
Answer ANY ONE of the following:





                         (12)

(a)
Consider the eighteenth century as an age of prose with reference to any two major 

prose writers.

(b)
Discuss the contributions of Smollet and Sterne to the development of the English 

novel.
(c)
Account for the rise and development of the periodical essay in the eighteenth century.

2.
Answer ANY ONE of the following:





                         (16)

(a)
Examine Milton’s use of epic conventions in Paradise Lost Book 1.

(b)
Critically analyse Milton’s style and language in Paradise Lost Book 1.
(c)
Discuss Milton’s presentation of Beelzebub as a foil to Satan in Paradise Lost Book 1.

3.
Answer ANY ONE of the following;
                                                                                     (16)
(a)
Do you agree with the view that “Jane Austen’s women are more intelligent and lifelike 

than her men?” Discuss with reference to Pride and Prejudice.
(b)
Examine Austen’s art of characterization with special reference to Mr. Collins, Charlotte 

and Lady Catherine.

(c)
Discuss Austen’s use of irony in Pride and Prejudice.

4.
Answer ANY ONE of the following:                                                                                        (12)
(a)
Discuss Bacon’s use of an aphoristic style in Of Studies and Of Travel.

(b)
Lamb blends fact and fiction in his essays. Discuss with reference to the essays in your

syllabus.
(c)
What, according to Benson, are the ideal characteristics of the art of the essayist?

5.         Answer ANY ONE of the following:




                                     (16)

(a)
Discuss how the theme of love is represented in different ways in Twelfth Night.

(b)
Would you agree with the view that Twelfth Night is a comedy with a strain of melancholy?

Discuss with suitable examples. 

(c)
Analyse Twelfth Night as a play of disguise and recognition.

6.
Explain with reference to the context ANY ONE of the following:                                           (8)



(a)
Instruct me, for thou know’st; thou from the first




Wast present, and with mighty wings outspread




Dove-like sat’st brooding on the vast Abyss




And mad’st it pregnant.



(b)
With monstrous shapes and sorceries abused 

                                    Fanatic Egypt and her priests, to seek




Their wandering gods disguised in brutish forms 




Rather than human.
(c) The element itself, till seven years’ heat,

Shall not behold her face at ample view;

But like a cloistress she will veiled walk,

And water once a day her chamber round

With eye-offending brine…

(d) I bring no overture of war, no taxation of homage:
I hold the olive in my hand; my words are as full of peace as matter.
                                *-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*

