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Tuesday, May 11, 2010

12:00 pm to 3:00 pm
Time allowed: 
3 hours
Full Marks:
60
Instructions:
· Use fountain pen or ball-point pen of blue or black ink.
· Answer in your own words as far as practicable.
· Do not write anything on the Question paper other than your Roll No.

1. Answer ANY ONE of the following:






         (12)

(a) Shooting an Elephant reveals traces of Orwell’s character and personality beside exposing the ‘futility of the white man’s domination in the East’. Discuss.

(b) ‘This looks as if someone had been doing it himself’. Show how this comment holds the key to the writing of an essay.
2. Answer ANY ONE of the following:






         (12)
(a) Explain the significance of the title of Maugham’s The Lotus Eater.

(b) What, in your opinion, is the role of the narrator in The Lotus Eater?

3. Answer ANY ONE of the following:






         (14)

(a) Do you think Henchard is primarily responsible for his end, or is he merely a ‘doomed puppet’?

(b) Discuss Hardy’s tragic view of life from your study of The Mayor of Casterbridge.
4. Answer ANY SIX of the following:





            (2x6=12)
(a) How did Wilson appear to the narrator when they first met?
(b) What were Wilson’s usual activities in Capri?

(c) How does the narrator describe Wilson’s house?

(d) ‘Wilson’s plan was all right’. What was Wilson’s plan?

(e) How were the Europeans treated by the native Burmese?
(f) Describe the trail of destruction the elephant left behind after it reappeared in the town.

(g) Why did Orwell call for the rifle?

(h) Who, according to Benson, was the first writer of essays? What were his essays like?

(i) How does Benson establish that Lord Brougham ‘revelled in advertisement’?

(j) Who said ‘The opposite of poetry is not prose but science’? What does the statement imply?

5. Write a précis of the following excerpt in approximately 70 words and add a suitable title:   (10)
The origin of drama in China goes back at least to the sixth century A.D., and since that time there has been a continuous tradition of highly conventionalized dramatic performance up to the 1920s, when Western influences began to make themselves felt with a progressive vulgarization of traditional-style performances in the larger cities and a tentative introduction of stage realism. The characteristic form of traditional Chinese theatre is a drama in numerous short scenes, partly spoken, partly sung and partly mimed. It is played with virtually no scenery, but with a great variety of symbolic props: a very formalized depiction of an archway on a cloth banner may represent a city, or an outline of a series of peaks painted on a light screen a range of mountains: a blue cloth agitated by stage hands stands for water, four black flags fluttering for a strong wind, two yellow flags and wheels for a chariot and so on. Most of the burden of conveying time, place, and atmosphere therefore falls on the performers, who are trained from an early age in acrobatic control of their bodies and acquire in addition a wide range of conventional gestures.
***************
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