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Course 

description/objective 

This course introduces students to the key debates on the 

meaning and nature of globalization by addressing its political, 

economic, social, cultural and technological dimensions. In 

keeping with the most important debates within the 

globalization discourse, it imparts an understanding of the 

working of the world economy, its anchors and resistances 

offered by global social movements while analyzing the 

changing nature of relationship between the state and trans-

national actors and networks. The course also offers insights 

into key contemporary global issues such as the proliferation of 

nuclear weapons, ecological issues, international terrorism, and 

human security before concluding with a debate on the 

phenomenon of global governance. 

Syllabus   

Module I  (40 Marks) 

 

I. Globalization: Conceptions and Perspectives Understanding 

Globalization and its Alternative Perspectives (7 lectures) 

a. Political: Debates on Sovereignty and Territoriality (5 

lectures) 

b. Global Economy: Its Significance and Anchors of Global 

Political Economy: IMF, World Bank, WTO, TNCs (10 

lectures) 

c. Cultural and Technological Dimension (4 lectures) 

d. Global Resistances (Global Social Movements and NGOs) 

(4 lectures) 

 

Module II (40 Marks) 

II. Contemporary Global Issues  

a. Ecological Issues: Historical Overview of International 

Environmental Agreements, Climate Change, Global 

Commons Debate (12 lectures) 

b. Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons and Disarmament (4 

lectures) 

c. International Terrorism: Non-State Actors and State 



Terrorism; Post 9/11 developments (6 lectures) 

d. Migration (4 lectures) 

e. Human Security (4 lectures) 

 

 

Texts   

 

Reading/Reference Lists READING LIST 

I. Globalization – Conceptions and Perspectives 

Understanding Globalization and its Alternative 

Perspectives 

Essential Readings: 

G. Ritzer, (2010) Globalization: A Basic Text, Sussex: Wiley-

Blackwell, pp. 33-62. 

M. Strager, (2009) Globalization: A Very Short Introduction, 

London: Oxford University Press, 

pp. 1-16. 

R. Keohane and J. Nye Jr, (2000) ‘Globalization: What’s New? 

What’s Not? (And So What?)’, 

inForeign Policy, No 118, pp. 104-119. 

Additional Reading: 

A. McGrew, (2011) ‘Globalization and Global Politics’, in J. 

Baylis, S. Smith and P. Owens 

(eds.) Globalization of World Politics: An Introduction to 

International Relations, New York: 

Oxford University Press, pp. 14-31. 

A. Heywood, (2011) Global Politics, New York: Palgrave-

McMillan, pp. 1-24. 

W. Ellwood, (2005) The No-nonsense Guide to Globalization, 

Jaipur: NI-Rawat Publications, 

pp. 12-23. 

 

Political: Debates on Sovereignty and Territoriality 

Essential Readings: 

A. Heywood, (2011) Global Politics, New York: Palgrave-

McMillan, pp. 112-134. 

R. Keohane, (2000) ‘Sovereignty in International Society’, in D. 

Held and A. McGrew (eds.) 

The Global Trans-Formations Reader, Cambridge: Polity Press, 

pp. 109-123. 

Additional Reading: 

K. Shimko, (2005) International Relations: Perspectives and 

Controversies, New York: 

Houghton Mifflin, pp. 195-219. 

Global Economy: Its Significance and Anchors of Global 

Political Economy: IMF, World 



Bank, WTO, TNCs 
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Essential Readings: 

A. Heywood, (2011) Global Politics, New York: Palgrave-

McMillan, pp. 454-479. 

T. Cohn, (2009) Global Political Economy: Theory and 

Practice, pp. 130-140 (IMF), 208-218 

(WTO). 

R. Picciotto, (2003) ‘A New World Bank for a New Century’, in 

C. Roe Goddard et al., 

International Political: State-Market Relations in a Changing 

Global Order, Boulder: Lynne 

Reinner, pp. 341-351. 

A. Narlikar, (2005) The World Trade Organization: A Very 

Short Introduction, New York: 

Oxford University Press, pp. 22-98. 

J. Goldstein, (2006) International Relations, New Delhi: 

Pearson, pp. 392-405 (MNC). 

P. Hirst, G. Thompson and S. Bromley, (2009) Globalization in 

Question, Cambridge: Polity 

Press, pp. 68-100 (MNC). 

Additional Readings: 

G. Ritzer, (2010) Globalization: A Basic Text, Sussex: Wiley-

Blackwell, pp. 180-190. 

F. Lechner and J. Boli (ed.), (2004) The Globalization Reader, 

London: Blackwell, pp. 236-239 

(WTO). 

D. Held et al, (1999) Global Transformations: Politics, 

Economics and Culture, California: 

Stanford University Press, pp. 242-282 (MNC). 

T. Cohn, (2009) Global Political Economy, New Delhi: 

Pearson, pp. 250-323 (MNC). 

Cultural and Technological Dimension 

Essential Readings: 

D. Held and A. McGrew (eds.), (2002) Global Transformations 

Reader: Politics, Economics 

and Culture, Cambridge: Polity Press, pp. 1-50; 84-91. 

M. Steger, (2009) ‘Globalization: A Contested Concept’, in 

Globalization: A Very Short 

Introduction, London: Oxford University Press, pp. 1-16. 

A. Appadurai, (2000) ‘Grassroots Globalization and the 

Research Imagination’, in Public 

Culture, Vol. 12(1), pp. 1-19. 

Additional Reading: 

J. Beynon and D. Dunkerley, (eds.), (2012) Globalisation: The 

Reader, New Delhi: Rawat 



Publications, pp. 1-19. 

A. Vanaik, (ed.), (2004) Globalization and South Asia: 

Multidimensional Perspectives, New 

Delhi: Manohar Publications, pp. 171-191, 192-213, 301-317, 

335-357. 

Global Resistances (Global Social Movements and NGOs) 

Essential Readings: 

G. Ritzer, (2010) Globalization: A Basic Text, Sussex: Wiley-

Blackwell, pp. 487-504. 

R. O’Brien et al., (2000) Contesting Global Governance: 

Multilateral Economic Institutions 

and Global Social Movements, Cambridge: Cambridge 

University Press, pp. 1-23. 

J. Fisher, (1998) Non-Governments: NGOs and Political 

Development in the Third World, 

Connecticut: Kumarian Press, pp. 1- 37 (NGO). 

Additional Readings: 

G. Laxter and S. Halperin (eds.), (2003) Global Civil Society 

and Its Limits, New York: 

Palgrave, pp. 1-21. 

A. Heywood, (2011) Global Politics, New York: Palgrave-

McMillan, pp. 150-156 (NGO). 

P. Willets, (2011) ‘Trans-National Actors and International 

Organizations in Global Politics’, 

in J. Baylis, S. Smith and P. Owens (eds.) Globalization of 

World Politics, New York: Oxford 

University Press, pp. 334-342. (NGO) 

 

Evaluation  

 

 

CIA:            20 

End-Sem:  80 

Short Notes: 2 out of 3 of 5marks each (2x5=10) 

Essay Type: 3 out of 4 (3X10= 30) (40 marks per module) 

40+40 (Module I + Module II= 80) (80+20 CIA=100) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


