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Course description/objective This paper introduces the students to the processes and modes of 

construction of knowledge of India. It also aims to draw attention to 

the key concepts and institutions which are useful for the 

understanding of Indian society. 

Syllabus 

1. India: An Object of Knowledge (2 weeks) 

1.1 The Colonial Discourse 

1.2 The Nationalist Discourse 

1.3 The Subaltern Critique 

2. Indian Society: Concepts and Institutions (10 weeks) 

2.1. Caste: Concept and Critique 

2.2. Agrarian Classes 

2.3. Industry and Labour 

2.4. Tribe: Profile and Location 

2.5. Village: Structure and Change 

2.6. Kinship: Principle and Pattern 

2.7. Religion and Society 
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Evaluation CIA: 20 

End-Sem: 80 

 

The end semester examination will have the following paper 

structure i) Long Answer type questions : 20 x 2 = 40 marks (out of 

4 ) 

ii) Short answer type questions : 10 x 4 = 40 (out of 8) 

 

 


