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Course description/objective  

 

The Enlightenment, French Revolution and Industrial Revolution 

during the 18
th
 century had far reaching consequences in transforming 

the feudal mode of production, leading to the emergence of industrial 

capitalism in Europe. This course module outlines the impact of these 

major socio-historical events upon the rise and development of 

Sociology as a distinctively ‘modern’ and scientific discipline that 

attempts to study systematically the new modes of organization of 

society as well as the relationship of man within it.  This module 

attempts to examine the works of Karl Marx with a view to 

developing a critical understanding of Marx’s materialist 

interpretation of socio-historical development and the centrality of 

class and class struggle in history.  

 

Syllabus   

 

 

1. Emergence of Sociology: (2 weeks) 

Enlightenment 

     Industrial Revolution  

French Revolution 

2. Karl Marx (4 weeks) 

• Dialectical materialism 

• Materialist interpretation of history 

• Alienation 

• Class & class struggle 

• Capitalism 

• Base & superstructure. 

 

3. Emile Durkheim (3 weeks) 



• Social facts 

• Suicide 

• Division of Labour 

Religion 

4. Max Weber (3 weeks) 

Social action and Ideal Types 

Religion and Economy 

Texts   
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Evaluation  

 

 

CIA:         20 

End-Sem: 80 

The end semester examination will have the following paper structure 

i) Long Answer type questions : 20 x 2 = 40 marks (out of 4 ) 

ii) Short answer type questions : 10 x 4 =  40 (out of 8) 

 

 

 


