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Course description/objective i) This module provides the foundation to understand the 

research methods which implies the use of research.  

ii) It also seeks to realize the scope of research and its 

relevance in social science.  

iii) It aims to teach the student about the different paradigms 

of social research, the processes of theory construction as 

well as familiarize students with quantitative methods of 

data collection i.e. sampling and survey.  

 

In short the thrust of this paper is to imbibe a sense of methodology 

and prepare the student in a way such that he/she would be able to 

examine evidence objectively. 

Syllabus  Logic of social research    (3 weeks) 

• What is sociological research? 

• Paradigms: Positivist, Interpretive, Critical 

• Objectivity 

• Reflexivity 

Conceptualization, Operationalization and Theory-building (2 

weeks) 

Quantitative methods of data collection(3 weeks) 

• Survey method and Sampling  



Social statistics(4 weeks) 

• Levels of measurement  

• Graphical and Diagrammatic Presentation of Data 

• Measures of central tendency 

• Measures of dispersion 
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