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Course description/objective  

 

The course offers students  

i) a perspective to grasp concepts and phenomena which 

sociology as a positivist science did not engage with for a 

substantial period in its theoretical development.  

ii) This course is interdisciplinary in its approach and 

concentrates on understanding the critical development of 

four important concepts in social science namely nature, 

body, culture and emotion.   

iii) The course will address  the absence or marginal 

consideration within the discipline of sociology,   of 

woman’s  relationship to nature, her embodiment, the 

centrality of culture and the significance of emotions due 

to an over emphasis on the study of social structures and 

institutions. 

iv) The course will offer newly emerging perspectives on 

how sociology can think, in theoretical and 

methodological terms, about nature, body, culture and 

emotions in so far as they constitute and get constituted 

by the domain of the social. 

 

 

Syllabus   

 

1. Nature-culture controversy  (2 weeks) 

The relationship between the natural and the social 

 

2. Embodying Sociology: The issues (3 weeks) 

Body in Modernity and Late Modernity 

Body and capitalism 

Body and Sexualities 

 

3. The cultural turn (2 weeks) 

Consumer culture 

Popular culture and popular pleasure 

Global culture 



Cultural identity 

 

4. Senses, & Emotions  (2 weeks) 

Hierarchy of senses 

Place of emotions in Sociology: Substantive and 

methodological issues 

5. Sociology of Crime and Deviance : ( 3 weeks) 

Approaches to crime and Deviance : Biological, Classical, 

Funcctional, Labelling, Neo-Marxist, Feminist  

Theories of Justice and Punishment 
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Evaluation  

 

 

CIA:         20 

End-Sem: 80 

 

The end semester examination will have the following paper structure 

i) Long Answer type questions : 20 x 2 = 40 marks (out of 4 ) 

ii) Short answer type questions : 10 x 4 =  40 (out of 8) 

 

 


