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Course description/objective

In the last two decades, emerging theories in qualitative research have
drawn attention to the complexities inherent in social science research.
In light of these theories, research can no longer be regarded
objective, or value free, where data is neutrally collected, interpreted
and textualized by detached researchers. Rather, research
methodology has become a problematized and contested terrain
depicting a double crisis of representation and legitimation.

1)The course offers an overview of the different approaches,
considerations and challenges involved in social research.

ii)In addition to reviewing core human research methods such as field
research, surveys, ethnographies and the study of life documents, the
course will also explore methods used in critical analysis of texts,
such as content and conversational analysis.

iii)This course will also focus on mixed method approaches, case
studies, as well as methods of analysing secondary data.

iv)The objectives of this course are to provide students with the tools
and skills required to understand research terminology and assess
published research; to identify the types of methods best suited for
investigating different types of problems and questions; to develop
research questions those are based on and build upon a critical
appraisal of existing research; to design a research proposal; and to
begin initial preparations for embarking on a new research project.

Syllabus

Methodological perspectives: (3 weeks)

e Comparative

e  Feminist

¢ Humanist
Qualitative Methods of Data Collection: Ethnography and Field
Studies: (5 weeks)




e Issues and contexts
e (Observation: participant and non-participant
Further Exploration in Methods of Data Collection and Analysis

(3 weeks)

e (Case Studies

e Historical research
e Secondary Analysis
e Content and Conversation Analysis
e  Mixed methods
Ethics of social research (1 week)

Research Project (at the discretion of the teacher and should be
spread throughout the semester)

Texts

Reading/Reference Lists

Core Readings:

Henn, Matt et al. 2006. “What is Social Research’ in A Short
Introduction to Social Research. New Delhi: Vistar Publications. pp:
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Truth: The Remaking of Social Analysis, Boston: Beacon Press. pp.
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Miner, Horace. Body Ritual among the Nacirema in American
Anthropologist, New Series, Vol. 58, No. 3 (Jun., 1956), pp. 503-507.
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forms of Applied Research’ in Doing Social Research. McGrawHill.
pp: 219-224, 321-323.

Bryman, Alan. 2008. ‘Mixed Methods: Combining Quantitative and
Qualitative Research.’ in Social Research Methods. New Y ork:
Oxford. pp - 603-626.

Robben, Antonius C.G.M. and Jeffrey Sluka. 2007. ‘Ethics versus
Realism in Anthropology’ in Ethnographic Fieldwork: An
Anthropological Reader. Australia: Blackwell. pp: 298-315.

Bryman, Alan. 2008. ‘Ethics and Politics in Social Research’ in
Social Research Methods. New York: Oxford. pp- 113-135.

Suggested Readings:

Radcliffe-Brown, A.R. 1958, Methods in Social Anthropology, Delhi:
Asia Publishing Corporation, Chapter 5 Pp. 91-108

Guru, Gopal. 2002. How Egalitarian are the Social Sciences in Indi
in EPW 37 (50).

Bryman, Alan. 2008. ‘Ethnography and Participant Observation’ in
Social Research Methods. New York: Oxford. pp: 400-409.

Robben, Antonius C.G.M. and Jeffrey Sluka. ‘Fieldwork in Cultural
Anthropology’ in Ethnographic Fieldwork: An Anthropological
Reader. Australia: Blackwell. pp: 1-28

Brown, Nadia. 2012. Negotiating the Insider/Outsider Status: Black.
Feminist Ethnography and Legislative Studies. Journal of Feminist
Scholarship, 3 Fall 2012 pp 19-34

Evaluation

CIA: 20
End-Sem: 80
The end semester examination will have the following paper structure

i) Long Answer type questions : 20 x 2 = 40 marks (out of 4 )
ii) Short answer type questions : 10 x 4 = 40 (out of 8)




