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                             Subject Code:  ENGA

(To be written before writing any answers)

SEMESTER  I– B.A. EXAMINATION 2008

ENGLISH (HONOURS) 

Full Marks: 80

Time: 4 hrs

Students should answer in their own words as far as practicable.

 1.   
Answer ANY TWO of the following questions:




           (2 x 12)

a) Write an essay on Beowulf as an epic.

b) Write a note on Cynewulf’s contribution to Old English Christian poetry.

c) Discuss the effects of the Norman conquest on English language and literature.

d)
Assess the contribution of the University Wits to the development of English drama.
e)
Critically evaluate two major Romantic essayists.

2.

Attempt ANY ONE of the following questions:





     (12)

a) Write a critical appreciation of Sidney’s Loving in Truth.

b) Critically analyse Shakespeare’s Sonnet 18 (‘Shall I compare thee to a Summer’s day…’)
to show the triumph of love over death. 

c) Comment on Shakespeare’s treatment of love in Sonnet 116 (‘Let  me not to the marriage 

of true minds’).

3.

Attempt ANY ONE of the following questions:





     (12)

a) Show how Bacon distinguishes between the uses and abuses of studies in his essay Of Studies.
b) Would you agree with the view that Lamb’s Dream Children is ‘a poem in prose’?

c) “The essayist, then, is in his particular fashion and interpreter of life, a critic of life.”----

Elucidate with reference to Benson’s essay The Art of the Essayist.

4.

Attempt ANY ONE of the following questions:





     (12)

a) What are the main features of Miss Raby’s character in Forster’s The Eternal Moment?

b) Justify the significance of the title of D.H. Lawrence’s The White Stocking.

5.

Write a substance of the following poem and add a critical note.


           (15 + 5)



When, in disgrace with Fortune and men’s eyes,


I all alone beweep my outcast state,



And trouble deaf heaven with my bootless cries,



And look upon myself and curse my fate,



Wishing me like to one more rich in hope,



Featured like him, like him with friends possessed,



Desiring this man’s art, and that man’s scope,



With what I most enjoy contented least,



Yet in these thoughts myself almost despising,



Haply I think on thee, and then my state, 



Like to the lark at break of day arising



From sullen earth, sings hymns at heaven’s gate,



    For thy sweet love remembered such wealth brings,


          That then I scorn to change my state with kings.

***********************************************

