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Course 
description/objective 

The course introduces the historical legacies and geopolitics of 
South Asia as a region.  It imparts an understanding of political 
regime types as well as the socio-economic issues of the region 
in a comparative framework. The course also apprises students 
of the common challenges and the strategies deployed to deal 
with them by countries in South Asia. 
 

Syllabus   
MODULE 1 (40 Marks) I. South Asia- Understanding South Asia as a Region (9 
Lectures) 
(a) Historical and Colonial Legacies 
 (b) Geopolitics of South Asia 
 
II. Politics and Governance (21 Lectures) 

(a) Regime types: democracy, authoritarianism, monarchy 
     (b) Emerging constitutional practices: federal experiments in 
Nepal, Bhutan, Sri Lanka, Bangladesh and Pakistan  
 
MODULE II  (40 Marks)  
III. Socio-Economic Issues (15 Lectures) 
(a) Identity politics: challenges and impacts (case studies of 
Bangladesh, Nepal, Sri Lanka and Pakistan) 
 
IV. Issues of regional integration (15 Lectures) 
(a) South Asian Association for Regional Cooperation 
(SAARC): problems and prospects; BBIN and BIMSTEC  
(b)Terrorism: Political and Social Consequences in South Asia;  
(c) Refugee crisis. 
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Evaluation  
 
 

CIA:            20 
End-Sem:   80 
Short Notes: 2 out of 3 of 5marks each (2x5=10) 
Essay Type: 3 out of 4 (3X10= 30) (40 marks per module) 
40+40 (Module I + Module II= 80) (80+20 CIA=100) 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 


