
CULTURES IN THE INDIAN SUBCONTINENT (GHSGE6021T) 
 
Definitions of Culture and its various aspects. 
 
1. Languages and Literature 
Sanskrit: Kavya - Kalidasaís Ritusambhara: Prakrit: Gatha Saptasati, Development of vernacular 
language and literature; Indo-Persian Literature: Amir Khusro’s works: Urdu poetry and prose: 
Ghalib. 
2. Performing Arts 
a) Hindustani, (b) Carnatic classical Music, (c) Devotional music: bhakti and Sufi: -Classical and 
Folk Dance, Theatre: Classical, Folk, Colonial and Modern 
 
3. Architecture: Meanings, form and Function 
(a) Rock-cut-Mamallapuram 
 (b) Structural and temple architecture 
Khajuraho complex and Tanjavur temple; 
 (c) Fort of Dalulatabad or Chittor forts;  
(d) palace-dargah at Fatehpur Sikri; (e) Lutyen’s Delhi. 
 
4. Perceptions of visual Past and Present 
Sculptures and Painting 
(a) Silpashastric normative tradition:  
(b) Classicism ñ Narrative and Sculptural, Mural   and Fresco paintings:  
(c) Post Classicism: Pallava , Chola:  
(d) Medieval idiom and Mughal paintings, painters and illustrated texts:  
(e) Modern and company school, Ravi Varma, Bengal School, Amrita Shergil and Progressive 
Artists. 
 
5.Popular Culture 



 
a) Folk Lore and Oral tradition of Kathas, narratives, legends and proverbs, Linkages of bardic 
and literary traditions. 
b) Festivals, fairs and fasts; Links with tirtha, pilgrimage and localities. 
c) Textile and Crafts; the Culture of Food. 
 
6. Communication, Patronage and Audiences 
a) Court Merchant groups and communities. 
 b) Culture as Communication. 
c) Nationalism and the issue of Culture; Institutions of Cultural Practices Colonial and Post-
Colonial 
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